Hakumon Herald

PR R ER T R S

7Japan can rein in the indi-
vidual skills of Ivorian
players. They have some
good players like Didier
Drogba, Gervinho and Wil-
fried Bony, who score by
making most of their strong
physical ability. They
sometimes put up perfor-
mances beyond the imagi-
nation of Japanese players.
We should also keep guard
on their wily play which
Japanese players rarely do.
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— Japan meet Greece in
the second game. Greece are
known for their strong de-
fense. Besides, Japanese
players have a disadvantage
in terms of physical
strength.
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Nishizawa: I think Japan
should be very careful in set
play, where the difference of
physical strength matters
most. We Japanese tend to
make light of set play in
international matches,
saying, “The gap of physical
power can’t be helped.” We
also see the trend in pri-
mary and high school games
at home. But set play leads
to goals quite often. So Ja-
pan should be well prepared
how to make up for their
physical disadvantage. But
that said, Greece are the
only European team Japan
meet at the group stage. I
think Japan will find them
the easiest to play in terms
of soccer style.
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— In their third game,
Japan play Colombia, who
qualified after finishing
second in the South Amer-
ican preliminary rounds.
They now place fifth in
FIFA World Rankings.
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Nishizawa: There is no
doubt Colombia are the
toughest team in Group C.
One of key factors here may
be how much they can tol-
erate the enormous pres-
sure put on them by the
public opinion at home.
They might be crushed by
the pressure and lose their
concentration. The same
thing can be said of Ivory
Coast. Many players in
those countries stake their
life on World Cup, thinking
of their career after re-
tirement. Some may take
such pressure positively
and do a better job. Others
may give in to pressure. We
should pay heed to such
factors.
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Environmental factors
also important / &4+
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— Do environmental
factors work?
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Nishizawa: This year’s
tournament, taking place
in Brazil, may inevitably
see a lot of happenings.
Some venue facilities are
incomplete, traffic jams
prevent athletes reaching
their practice field in time,
hotel rooms are not
booked, etc. Whether or
not they feel stressed by
those things could unex-
pectedly affect their play.
And some may get
stressed as they spend a
whole month dining and
sleeping with the same
teammates. South Ameri-
can players are generally
better at adjusting them-
selves to environmental
changes, perhaps due to
their national characters:
Among Japanese players,
striker Yoshito Okubo,
from Frontale, doesn’t care
so much about’ happen-
ings. That perhaps may be
why he hasbeen picked.
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The 2014 FIFA World
Cup, the global carnival of
football, kicks off in Brazil
on June 14 (June 13 JST).
The Japanese team, one of
the best 16 in the previous
competition in South Af-
rica, won the Asian quali-
fiers in 2013 to book a
ticket to Brazil. They are
taking part in FIFA World
Cup for a fifth consecutive
time since France in 1998.
Some leading players,
Keisuke Honda among
them, have pledged time
and again they will aim
for the championship.
How do professionals see
such  possibility? Ha-
kumon Herald inter-
viewed Mr. Junji Nishi-
zawa, a scout with
J.League club Kawasaki
Frontale, to ask about his
views. A graduate of
Chuo, he once played for
Kawasaki Frontale and
Consadole Sapporo.
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Ivory Coast hold key at
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— How do you analyze
this year’s Japanese na-
tional team?
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Nishizawa: I think they
will make it past the group
stage. Japan’s opponents
in Group C, Ivory Coast,
Greece and Colombia, are
all formidable. But I think

Japan have enough ability to
match them. From the sec-
ond stage onward, theyll
have to deal with even more
powerful teams. There is no
doubt they will continue to
face tough ordeals. Anyway
their first match against
Ivory Coast is the most cru-
cial. The result will deter-
mine their future course.
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— What can be the main
point about that match?
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Nishizawa: I think the key
point will be how much ¢
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— How do you think
Okubo will work?
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Nishizawa: I don’t know
if he will be on the roster
of starters in every game.
But I do hope that when
he comes off the bench, he
will put life into the team.
As Kengo Nakamura, a
Chuo graduate and a
member of Frontale,
wasn’t selected to the na-
tional team, I'd like to see
Okubo work hard as the
sole pick from Frontale. I
know Okubo is followed by
younger players. Perhaps
he was chosen as the right
man to keep an eye on
striker Yoichiro Kakitani.
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— You have looked at
Japanese soccer for‘a long
time. How do you see its
evolution?
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Nishizawa: It’s more
than 20 years since
J.League was ianugurat-
ed, and I feel Japanese
soccer has been smoothly
growing up. When I was a
Chuo student 20 years
ago, a school instructor
told me, “We have no‘real
pro soccer clubs in Japan.”
I think Japanese soccer
has been making steady
progress not‘only in terms

of the quality of play but
also as a culture. On the
other hand, I feel Japan
still lags behind strong
countries in the world in
terms of ability to focus
enthusiasm on interna-
tional matches and make a
quick change of mind. To
catch them up, we need to
see soccer filter deeper
into all segments of society
as a culture. Time doesn’t
simply make that possible.
The Japan Football Asso-
ciation (JFA), J.Leagué
clubs, wuniversity, high
school and youths club
teams will have to cooper-
ate closely withseach other
to take a joint systematic
approach.
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